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Obituaries:  
John Terence Kelly

Architect John Terence Kelly may be better known 
nationally than he is in Bratenahl, but he gets the credit for 
conceiving and creating the eight brick townhouses known 
as Bratenahl Courts at the corner of Lake Shore Boulevard 
and Bratenahl Road. They were built back in the 1960’s 
by Bratenahl Development Corp, who were building these 
and Bratenahl Place simultaneously. The townhouses were 
considered ahead of their time when they were built, but 
have since been accepted and are a valued part of the 
Bratenahl scene today.
    
He was a native of Elyria and a graduate of Harvard 
University with a Masters Degree in Architecture under 
the great Walter Gropius, who was a pioneer of modern 
architecture. He also earned a Masters Degree at Harvard in 
Landscape Architecture under Hideo Sasaki.

If you aren’t familiar with Kelly’s work, you can go and 
visit award-winning Walden in Geauga County with its 
700 homes on 1,000 acres, walk through the Holden 

Arboretum where he designed the buildings and gardens 
and be amazed when you see the largest geodesic dome in 
the world on the site of the headquarters of the American 
Society of Metals International in Russell Township, all of 
which bear the stamp of his genius.

Kelly was also one of America’s heroes, who, as an 
infantryman, fought with the American army in the Battle 
of the Bulge in World War II. He opened his architectural 
office in Cleveland in 1954 and designed many private 
homes in many states. Kelly was considered by many as a 
successor to Frank Lloyd Wright.

John Terence Kelly died at the age of 85 on December 15, 
2007 at St. Augustine Towers. Services were held January 5, 
2008 at St. Ignatius Church on Lorain Ave.

He is survived by his brother, Thomas, and his two sisters, 
Mary Daly and Jean Tierney, all of Elyria.

Fred J. Ball



Vera Hlad
 
On October 15, 2007 my mother Vera Hlad died peacefully 
at home at the age of 85.

Vera Hlad could often be seen sprinkling the lawn at our 
home on Brighton Road. She was married for 58 years to 
Louis S. Hlad, who predeceased her by seven years. She 
was a stay-at-home mom for their seven children; Louis F., 
Veronica, Frank, Mary, Annie, Joseph and Therese. She was 
born and raised in Cleveland near St. Vitus Church near 
E. 55th Street and St. Clair. Like many of the mothers of 
this “Greatest Generation”, her interests revolved around 
commitment to her church and school families. She sang 
in the mother’s club choir, made lunches for the kids who 
couldn’t walk home, served dinners for school fundraisers 
for sports, made costumes for plays, etc.

Vera loved cooking for everyone. On any given Sunday for 
40 years she made fried chicken, veal steak or roast beef 

for any of her grown kids or friends who dropped in. Her 
baking specialty was Potica (nut roll). She would have fed 
the whole world if she could.

More recently her home-bound interests included reading 
to keep up with current events, rooting for Cleveland sports 
teams (especially the Indians), writing letters to old friends, 
keeping the yard green by the aforementioned watering and 
playing her favorite game, Scrabble.

Although her family will miss her greatly, they are taking 
comfort in the fact that she is now in the loving arms of  
her “Lord and Savior, Jesus, no more pain or sorrow, just 
eternal happiness”.

Veronica Hlad
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Bratenahl Lamplighter
c/o Bratenahl Community Foundation
Village Hall
411 Bratenahl Road
Bratenahl, Ohio  44108
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